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The Underlying Cause of World War I
[bookmark: _GoBack]The First World War began on the 28th of July 1914 and ended on the 11th of November 1918. Different causes were to blame for the war, although the immediate cause was Austria's Archduke Franz Ferdinand’s assassination (Taylor, 2013). Nationalism was also a significant reason for the World War I because countries were being greedy rather than embracing negotiations. A lot of causes were associated with countries all focused on being better than the others. Nationalist groups such as Australia and Serbia all wanted independence. France also wanted Alsace Lorraine, who at that time had been lost in the Franco-Prussian war to be brought back (Marsland, 2012). The use of nationalism by the countries gave people false hopes and this increased their aggression to win the war (Joll & Martel, 2013). Nationalism led to imperialism which played a significant role in influencing World War I. Imperialism is a system that powerful nations exploit and rule one or more colonies. Powerful countries were scrambling for power in different parts of the underdeveloped countries. For example, Germany building up an empire in Morocco and at the same time, France setting up a conference to discuss power-sharing in Morocco (Joll & Martel, 2013). This led to a major crisis between the two nations which occurred between 1905 and 1911.
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